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Building a Future

"The factor that has held the Uintah pE et
Basin back much more than the S
absence of a railroad has been the
unmerciful years of drought."

Exploration and development of these
lakes brought hundreds of workers to

in establishing the nearby town of

focused on how much water these
lakes could store. By increasing
storage capacity, captured runoft
would provide Uinta Basin farming
communites with necessary
late season irrigation.

Water control gate on top of Drift Lake
regulating water flow downstream.

Drift Lake headgate. Note the |-
different headgate styles between
Drift and Superior Lakes.

The Long Haul

Dam construction was hard work. By the late 1920s
construction began at the lakes in Garfield Basin.

the area in the early 1900s and resulted

-Byron O. Colon, Uintah Basin [t

Water Commissioner, cited by
Dillman, Early History of
Duchesne County.

Mountain Home. Information gathering [

Top photo: Superior Lake
headgate used to control
water flow downstream.

Yellowstone watershed east of Garfield Basin

Birth of Irrigation Companies

By 1884, farmers created the very first irrigation company in
the greater Uinta Basin known as the Ashley Central Irrigation
Company. This company established large-scale irrigation
canals to provide for the valley's growing farming
communities.

Soon after, several prominant irrigation companies developed
in the Uinta Basin. By the late 1920s, Farmers Irrigation
Company was granted water storage rights to Superior, Five
Point, Drift, and Bluebell Lakes.

Dam Architecture

These dams were simply
designed, but required
hard labor to construct.
They are a monument
to early irrigation

Teams of horses hauled
excavation equipment, dynamite,
concrete mix, corrugated metal
pipe, canal gates, lumber, and
food supplies. Transporting
heavy, bulky, and explosive
materials over steep terrain
was difficult. Dam workers
eventually resorted to bringing
provisions on sturdy sleds or
sleighs during winter months.

Drawn by horse cart, the Fresno Scraper
moved and leveled large volumes of
soil during dam construction.

Fhato courtesy of Library of Congress

companies’ pioneering
efforts to boost
agricultural potential
of the Uinta Basin. Each
dam has a compacted
soil foundation and an
earthen-fill structure
reinforced with a stone
riprap face.

Stockrollers compacted earthen-filled dams. The roller was
made on site from corrugated metal and concrete
hauled up to the lakes.
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